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With gratitude,

Elsie Mbugua

As the world continues to heal in the aftermath of the 
covid-19 global pandemic, our Ekenywa team looks back on 
the past year with respect and gratitude. Respect for the 
families and communities we continue to serve who have 
shown compassion and resilience during these challenging 
times, as well as gratitude for the unwavering generosity we 
received from our family of donors and supporters.

From the unprecedented impact of the pandemic, we have 
been reminded of what we value most, our family, friends, 
communities, and service to others. Throughout those 
challenging months, our Ekenywa team worked diligently 
day-in and day-out to serve our communities, some of who 
are the most vulnerable. 

This past year, Ekenywa participated on a national and local 
level in Kenya; bringing together partners from the 
non-profit world, to organizations in the public and private 
sectors. Through this  joint effort, Ekenywa had a 
tremendous impact on our local Nakuru County 
communities with the installation of 95 handwashing 
stations, to the delivery of more than 26,000 gallons of clean 
water, to the distribution of 350 gallons of sanitizers and 260 
gallons of soaps, and the delivery of more than 1,000 food 
hampers to support 600 families in need.

Our construction teams also continued to provide the 
much-needed infrastructure to support a safer and healthier 
way of life for our communities. The infrastructure projects 
included the Uhuru Market Water Project, a flagship project 
in partnership with various governmental entities and 
organizations to provide water to a bustling market in the 
heart of Nairobi; which serves more than 3,000 vendors. The 
Indoinyo Primary School & Community Water Project, where 
we provided a sustainable water solution to local Masaai 
communities . We also completed numerous boreholes and 
rainwater harvesting systems as well as filtration systems to 

ensure access to clean water. This pandemic was a stark 
reminder that water is a critical lifeline, magnified by its use 
in the prevention of the spread of the coronavirus. 

As important as our achievements are from this past year, 
we truly have been touched by the outpouring of support 
we received from our incredible family of donors. From
the onset of the coronavirus pandemic and through this 
past holiday season, our donors opened their hearts and 
their wallets to ensure our organization could provide many 
unforeseen services to the families and communities we 
serve.

Regardless of the call to action, we felt the love and support 
from our family, friends and supporters. Because of you, our 
donors, we were able to execute on our plans and succeed 
during this extraordinary time. Your generosity translated 
into the purchasing of a new water bowser, giving us the 
ability to transport clean water to communities that need it 
most. It also enabled us to deliver soaps and sanitizers to 
communities that did not have access to these essential 
resources during the pandemic. Further to this, your support 
enabled us to transform classrooms in our local primary 
schools by purchasing materials for the construction of 50 
new school desks.

We are energized by your commitment and support for 
Ekenywa and we remain committed to setting the bar 
even higher in 2022 with our work and values. We will 
continue to focus on transforming more communities with 
our life-changing programs and hope that you will remain in 
lockstep with us as we set an example of providing solutions 
to the numerous water infrastructure needs in our Kenyan 
communities. 



KEY OUTCOMES
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Education
18 schools empowered with 
water, sanitation, and nutrition 
programs, transforming the 
lives of 13,500 school age 
children

Environmental Sustainability
1,000 trees planted on school grounds and within local 
communities to provide fruit, shade, and ultimately to leave our 
environment better than we found it

95 community and school 
handwashing stations 
providing more than
1.5 million hand washes 
annually

Hygiene
& Sanitation

Water Accessibility
25,000 lives transformed on a daily basis with access to 
nearly 200,000 gallons per day production of clean and 
reliable water pumped from 6 boreholes sites



Last year, your generous gifts and support helped to further our mission and life-changing impact on 
our children, and their schools and communities. Here are a few of the highlights. 

.

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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Uhuru Market Water Project 

Indoinyo Primary School &
Community Water Project 

In late 2020, Kenya’s Presidential task force on Covid-19 liaised with multiple 
partners including Ekenywa, Christan Aid Ministries, KEPSA, the Ministry of 
Housing, and Uhuru Market Welfare Committee to work on the Uhuru Market 
Water Project. Together with these partners, Ekenywa is working to achieve this 
flagship project for the market renovation, as well as using this project as a model 
in improving hygiene and sanitation across markets nationally. Securing funding 
from a local donor, Ekenywa successfully drilled a borehole on location. The yield 
for this new safe and clean water source is more than 9,200 gallons (35,000 liters) 
per hour. Ultimately, this project will provide drainage and sewage, a clean and 
sustainable water source from drilling a borehole, installation of a high-level water 
tank, improvement of access road and market roofing, and various other 
renovations and installations. Uhuru Market is located in Eastlands, Nairobi and 
houses over 480 traders, 45 hotels and small eateries, and neighbors a large jua 
kali market together housing 3,000 total vendors. Currently, the market has 
sanitation issues due to limited access to clean water and facilities. The public 
health risk is high, but this project when completed will provide the 
much-needed infrastructure for a safer and healthier community.

Construction on the Indoinyo Primary School & Community Water Project began 
in early 2020 but came to a halt due to the coronavirus pandemic. Using caution 
and exercising safety measures, it was great to finally complete this project in 
December 2020 for a community that was in dire need of better water solutions. 
With the support of the local community and through the completion of this 
project, we expanded our model of community water supply to Kajiado County. 
The project consisted of drilling a 500ft (153M) borehole, equipping it with a solar 
powered submersible pump, elevated water tower, and piping to the community 
school, church, and community access point and livestock point. The new 
permanent water source serves more than 3,000 residents, including students at 
the Indoinyo Primary School. Previously, residents would access their water from 
unclean sources often sharing it with their livestock which would increase the risk 
of spreading waterborne diseases. They also would be forced to relocate during a 
drought to search for water sources. The project is having a positive impact on 
school attendance, and is creating a stronger, more economically viable and 
healthier community.



Thanks to the generous contributions from many of our donors 
and supporters, during the summer of 2020 we raised nearly 
$8,000, including a $5,000 gift from Menlo Church, to 
purchase a new water bowser truck. This vehicle is now helping 
us to deliver clean and safe water to communities in need in 
Kenya, especially to areas where we weren’t able to reach 
before. 

In light of the covid-19 pandemic and the number one line of 
defense being hand washing, Ekenywa water and sanitation 
programs are more important now than ever. Over the past 
year, we have banded together with multiple partners and 
installed 55 hand washing stations throughout Nakuru County 
that provide over 25,000 hand washes a day! Ekenywa is 
committed to refilling these stations with soap and water on a 
regular basis, and now with our new water bowser we are 
making a greater impact on our local communities and 
schools. 
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Transporting Water
to Save Lives 

In early 2021, schools that were closed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic reopened throughout Kenya for 
the first time since March 2020. Students at Kaiyaba 
and Piave Primary Schools, the two local schools in 
our community in Nakuru County, were happy to be 
back in the classroom and studying. However, with 
large classroom sizes and limited resources, as many 
as five students were sharing one desk. These 
conditions made it difficult for learning, and it was 
increasing the chances of spreading the Covid-19 virus. 

Ekenywa has been extremely supportive in helping 
our local schools to reopen, as well as making the 
students and faculty as safe as possible by providing 
provisions of clean water, soaps and sanitizers, and 
masks. Thankfully with the tremendous support from 
our donors, we raised more than $1,000 to purchase 
and build more than 50 new desks for classrooms at 
Kaiyaba and Piave Primary Schools. 

YOUR IMPACT 
Transforming Classrooms
One Desk at a Time
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Donor Spotlight

 

Volunteer Spotlight

Thanks to the generous support of our donors, Ekenywa can continue 
to provide life-changing programs and projects to our schools and 
communities in Kenya. We are truly grateful for the few donors who 
have provided their ongoing support, year-in and year-out, helping to 
sustain the long-lasting impact of our mission. Since our organization’s 
inception in 2016, Christian Aid Ministries (CAM) has stood side-by-side 
with Ekenywa, partnering and contributing to many of our water and 
community projects.

CAM strives to be a trustworthy and efficient channel for the Amish, 
Mennonite, and other conservative Anabaptist groups and individuals 
to minister physical and spiritual needs around the world. Among 
many things, they help to distribute food, clothing, and medicines to 
needy orphans and families, as well as to reach people in material 
poverty and help provide self-help resources, and agricultural 
programs.

Most recently, CAM partnered and contributed to the Uhuru Market 
Project, helping Ekenywa to successfully drill a borehole on location 
which yields more than 9,200 gallons of safe and clean water per hour. 
CAM has also partnered with our organization on the Indoinyo Water 
Project, the Piave and Kaiyaba Water Projects, the COVID-19 relief 
project, and the disability medical equipment project. 

Thanks to our partners at Christian Aid Ministries Kenyan Branch, we 
can strive to ensure every woman, child, and individual has access to 
safe, clean, and reliable water. 

After a year-long hiatus due to the coronavirus pandemic, the 
Ekenywa PenPal Exchange was reinstated in January 2021. 
One hundred students from Kaiyaba and Piave Primary 
Schools in Kenya have written and received letters from one 
hundred students in several participating schools in the 
Philadelphia area including St. Martha Parish School, St. 
Katherine of Siena School, and Neshaminy School District.

Ekenywa volunteer, Liliana Gamba, who is a world traveler and 
teacher, has helped to lead the charge and made this 
program a huge success for the participating students who 
have written back and forth twice this year. Liliana visits with 
students in their schools in Kenya to help with the letter 
writing, captures and prints their photographs, and facilitates 
matching each student with the perfect pen pal in the US.

Liliana says, "It is humbling to see how kids from two different 
cultures exchange their views of the world at their age. Almost 
poetically, they describe how their environment, family, and 
religion shape their day to day lives." Ekenywa is grateful to 
have the guidance and leadership from its many volunteers, 
and especially Liliana.



Total Income: $126,207

Total Expenses: $132,935

$86,459
$6,865
$11,993
$2,293
$18,561

Donations

Special Events

Holiday Giving Campaign

Beneficiaries Donations

Technical Services & Consulting

Program Services

Covid-19 Relief

Management & General

Fundraising & Awareness

$104,750
$7,258

$19,076
$9,109

FINANCIALS
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2% Beneficiaries Donations

5% Special Events

10% Holiday Giving Campaign

14% Technical Services & Consulting

69% Donations

7% Fundraising & Awareness

14% Management & General

79% Program Services



LEADERSHIP TEAM
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Tracey Chebra
Board Member

Voice Department Head
Rider University

Elsie Mbugua
Board President & Treasurer

Co-founder Ekenywa
 Elcy Investments

Luke Bollerman
Board Member 
VP of Bollerman 

Companies

Ashley Gasperi
Board Secretary

Co-founder Ekenywa

Greg Wozniak 
Board Member

C-Suite Executive, Healthcare 
Excellis Health Solutions 

Jeanne Downs
Board Member

Retired Finance/Admin 
Non-profit

Chris Gasperi
CEO Ekenywa

Founder,
Freshcrop Ltd.

ADVISORY BOARD
Osbourne Macharia

Digital Artist
K63 Studio

Edward Wahome
Retired Financial Advisor 
Rotarian, Service Projects 

James Wanjohi
Strategy Consultant

Partner Alpha / Strategy Consultants

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AND LEADERSHIP TEAM

Chris Gasperi
Chief Executive Officer

Elsie Mbugua
President of the Board,
Co-founder & Finance

Ashley Gasperi
Secretary of the Board,

Co-founder & Programs Director

Ian Kibet
Community Water Technician

Wilson Kinyanjui
Site Supervisor Construction Works

Hillary Wafula
Creative Arts Teacher & Painter



Larissa Bahr
Kathleen Blinebury
Steven Carson
Judy Carter
Tim Carter
Gene & Tracey Chebra
Ben & Jeanne Downs
Clay & Robin Fickle
Eric & Corrine Gokcen
Ruth Hendrickson
Brian Kiai
Demetrios Lyristis
Dan Nathan
Scott & Denise Palagruto Thayne
Todd & Patricia Phillippi
Jean Richards
Joel Stevens
Michael Sullivan
Greg & Laura Wozniak

Elite Contributors

OUR DONORS
Thanks to the generous gifts and support from our family of donors. Ekenywa can continue to make a 

long-lasting impact on our children, school & communities in Kenya.

Generosity Partners 
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Lauri Osterstock
Alan Hendrickson
Vera Hoffman
Brian Hoskins
Abhi J
Erin Jones
Gerard Kane
Margaret Kenny
Karen Koller
Raj Kulasingham
Wichitah Leng
Michelle Ma Belle
Brad McKay
Nancy McKay
Suzie & John McNelly
Christie McQuiggan
Anne Marie Mettus
Kevin Miller
Alicia Mondelli
Beth Nelson Cliff
Rachel Ngethe

Anne Marie Petit Hulmes
Tracey Richards
Terri Rivera
Nathan Rohrkemper
Lauren Rosenello
Alessia Ryan
Franca Ryan
L. Duggan Salley
Carol Schell Leeper
Marta Schmid
Linda Mae Schrier
Kimberly Shields
Kim Situ
Salome Skold Prickett
Lora Sullivan
Ardith Talbott
Paul & Donna Tocco
Margriet van Haren
Sammie Wise
Jesse Zigmund

Nick Agazarian
Meg Ashton
Elizabeth Barr
Tammy Betty
Kathe Boehmke Sobczak
Ed Bolger
Luke Bollerman
Bradley Buck
Ken Code
Laura Cramer
Sabrina Cwenar
Terrance Devlin
Mary Eddis
Jordan Feld
Fitness 4 Function
Bob Forst
Bruce & Mary Gasperi
Jeff & Stephanie Gasperi
Liz Gurski
Brenda Harris
John Ngumi



FAMILY SUPPORTERS
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Binitha Abraham
Danny Adkins
Marian Altman
Brenda Anglin
Macella Anna
Will Archer
Nicole Barrett-Strake
Kris Beck
Lindsay Blade
Dianne Bollerman
Shari Bonet
Tish Calla
Ben Carey
Jonathan Cook
Philip & Stephanie Cook
Danielle Coonan
Judy Cornish
Lisa Cosgrove
Jim Cronin
Ruth Crothers-Spitko
Melanie Davis
Jen De Risi
Elaine Duffy Huber
Katherine Durning
Patti Duross Gasperi

Suzy Ellis
Amanda Fairchild Lawrence
Debra Fraze
James Gallagher
Danielle Gasperi
Michelle Gasperi Anderson
Lori Gay Moyer
Jon Green
Anna Hargrove
Stephanie Harkins
Carolyn Harrelson
Fred & Malory Hoelsworth
Kristen Horlacher-Schmidt
Kathleen Jennings
Joelle Johnson
Kevin & Cindy Jones
Jane Kane
Samantha Kay
Mary Kelly Zabcynski
Dottie Kirk
Suzanne Kirk-Cunningham
Paul & Shelley Kling
Charles Kunkle
Heather Lappe
Maria Lemmo

Derrick Lichti
Rivka Lowy
Jane Luhrs
Dave MacFarlane 
Yolanda Mack
Gerard Margiotti
Janine Marie
Lisa McFadden Kite
Ryan McGinnis
Sareena MH
Col Mich
Fran Miller
Edward Molush
Angela Montgomery-Budd
Rory Mulkeen
Jamie Muriithi
Cassandra Mwangi
Muiu Ngura
Gloria Opuszynski McKenna
Shelley Orr Evans
Jonathan Park
Perry Pitkow
Eddie Platel
CJ Polett
Jessica Prostack

Chad Salyer
Bob Scheuer
Harry Seiders
Luis Sepulveda
Claudia Siegel
Lucio &  Karen Lucio Spada
Brian & Aimee Stoudt
Cecelia Suh
Jennilynn Thomas
Dan Thomer
TaraLee Wallace
Nancy Weishew
Frank White
Cynthia White Rodgers
Carol Wisniewski
Jovana Wulf
Evans & Kristal Young
Eric & Tabitha Young
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Virtual 5K Walk for Water

-

Thanks to the incredible support from our many 5K participants from around the world, and our numerous donors and 
supporters, the Ekenywa 2020 Virtual 5K Walk for Water was a great success, raising nearly $6,900! Our top three finishers for 
the event included Frank White who came in first place, our very own Director of Operations, Ashley Gasperi, who came in 
second, and Tish Calla who came in third. The 5K had participants all around the world who represented different countries 
including Kenya, the United States, and Great Britain.

Though the global health crisis presented many challenges to our daily routines, finding ways to stay active and giving to those 
in need was not one of them. The success of our event demonstrates that as a global community we can truly make a 
difference. Thanks again to everyone who supported this event, helping us to provide clean and reliable water for women, 
children and individuals in Kenya!


